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Tschnicai  Intelligence  Division, 
Air  ^lateriel  ConLuand, 
Wr*lght-Patt9r3on  Pisld, 

Daytvjn,  Ohio, 


Csntle/ien  - nis  is  a renort  of  an  observation  made  at 

A 

Vinp.yd.rri  Haven,  Island  of  Martha’s  Vineyard,  before  da-wn  on 
a day  last  Kail,  I did  not  m;dce  a note  of  the  date  but  it 
co-inoided  closely  vdth  the  arrival  of  a squadron  of  jet 
planes  at  Otds  Air  Base,  Gamp  Edwards,  Gape  God, 

The  obaervation  was  made  from  a large  neCoad  floor 
wlnd.;.w  facing  northeast  toward  the  Cape  about  8 miles  distant. 
The  weather  was  stormy, 

1 went  into  the  room  with  the  northeast  window  without 
turning  on  the  light  as  I wonted  to  look  out  over  the  harbor 
to  S6ie  how  the  storm  was  developing. 

beye^nd  the  window,  seemingly  over  the  Gape,  I saw  in  the 
sky  chains  of  luminous  discs  moving  in  s’.vift  evolutions, 

^ha  individual  discs  in  the  chains  had  the  appearance  of 
being  about  the  size  of  the  head  of  a safety  match,  and  the 
ch.'iins  about  the  length  of  a niabch-stick* 

In  color  the  chains  were  faint  shades  of  olu?,  lavenaer, 
pink  and  green, 

My  first  reaction  was  of  incredulity.  I turned  away  from 
the  window,  went  to  a dark  corner  of  the  room  to  maks  sure 
my  eyes  weren't  playing  trico  on  me,  then  returned  to  the 
window, 

^h.5  display  was  c ontirjiir*^,  fhe  chains  Mare-i,  diop*^d, 

aai  swer'fsd,  inch  chain  was  rigidly  straight-lined,  there 

was  no  ohi  -lashing  or  bending,  1 estimated  f »re  we:-.3  ab-..‘it 

A doz=*n  of  them  but  did  no:  atte.not  a count  l-'oa.s? 

* 

laoveuent  so  xapid  ina  intricate.  In  gsn-jral  the  ristsi-n 
was  cor.c^nsric,  but  s ne  chains  rose  ou-.-v-r’ly  : :i  i‘ ■ ;tiin-li 


Opposite  tne  window  w ts  a cilvan.  ’•  lO  liir.oea  a 
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swept  up,  glidea  and  dived,  interweaving  as  they  traoan  their 
their  paths.  Movejnent  was  co-ordinated  and  there  was  no  feeling 
that  the  chains  would  collide. 

The  chains  did  not  have  the  appearance  of  strung  beads, 
but  gave  the  Impression  that  the  discs  over-lapped  slightly, 
like  fish  scales,  as  if  the  discs  wex'e  sat  obliquely  to  the  axis. 

It  was  this  positioning  which  produced  ths  effect  of  the  elements 
of  the  chains  being  discs  with  the  flat  surface  pr  sented  to  the 
observer  rather  than  spheres. 

I thO'*ght  at  first  that  what  I was  seeing  had  soiMething  to 
do  vdth  the  jet  planes  which  1 knew  were  scheduled  to  arrive* 

Agidnst  this  was  the  fact  that  the  storm  was  blowing  so  hard  that 
it  was  iiflpossibie  flying  weablier  for  pre-jet  planes,  .Also  the 
movement  of  the  chains  was  so  sidft  and  involved  and  concentrated 
that  I couldn't  imagine  planes  going  through  such  maneuvers. 

I thought  of  e:chaust  gases  or  traesr-fiares,  but  the  chains 
apneared  to  be  self-propelled  and  guided,  Thuy  were  luminous  and 
with  a faint  halation,  but  there  were  no  co:n«t-tailJ  or  streams  or 
swishes  of  light. 

Afcteiuptlng  to  find  a relative  descriptive  of  what  I was 
seeing,  I thought  of  the  back-ground  patterns  of  Disney’s  ’’Fantasia''. 


I remBiabered,  too.  Fourth  of  July  fire-works.  The  trajectories 
of  the  chains  were  like  the  bursts  from  "flow*^r-pot  s"  and  the  chains 
themselves  reminded  me  of  star-chains  from  exploaed  rockets,  but 
with  two  essential  points  of  difference: 

(1)  They  appeared  to  be  propelled,  not  floating, 

(2)  In  general  they  were  horizontal,  soretimes  up-tilted, 
but  never  vertical. 


I Judged  the  chains  dipped  to  not  less  than  feet  above 

the  Cape  and  rose  to  several  times  that  height. 

Ao  daybreak  began  the  display  diminishes!.  Tliere  were  fewer 
and  fewer  chains  and  finally  none,  I had  been  watching  for  from 
five  to  ten  minutes. 


•1,1."  •’-orr'-'.ng  •.•-.“e.'’.  ".''■'.i  ca?. 

.iotaing,  for  I felt  that  otiisrs  '..us' 
there  WO' Lid  be  roports  of  it^  Ther 
subssquer.tiy.  In  rh.d-morning  I told 
ws  agreed  to  say  nothing,  believing 
There  hav?  been  none. 
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One  statesient  I believe  should  be  added  is  that,  havj.ng  often 
seen  the  Northern  tights,  the  display  that  I vdtnessed  had  nothing 
to  do  vdth  that  phenomenon  uhlasa  in  a black  stom  it  wae  trying 
out  a new  performance. 

I hops  this  information  may  be  of  use  to  you. 
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